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A person places mail-in ballots at a mail-in ballot drop box at the Clark County Election Deportment, Oct. 29, 2020, in Las Vegas.

By CHRISTINA A. CASSIDY
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — With
election season already un-
derway, some state elec-
tion officials are expressing
frustration that Congress
has yet to allocate federal
money they have come to
rely on to help cover the
costs of securing their sys-
tems from attacks, updat-

ing equipment and training
staff.

Election officials face along
list of challenges this year,
including potential cyber-
aftacks waged by foreign
governments, criminal ran-
somware gangs aftacking
computer systems and the
persistence of election mis-
information that has led to
harassment of election offi-

cials and undermined pub-
lic confidence.

Michigan  Secretary  of
State Jocelyn Benson said it
was "demoralizing and dis-
appointing" that the feder-
al government hasn't com-
mitted to investing in this
year's presidential election.
“"We are managing federal
elections that are the foun-
dation of who has power
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at the federal level and try-
ing to manage a lot of dif-
ferent competing risks and
challenges that have only
escalated in recent years,”
said Benson, a Democrat.
“It makes us feel like we're
on our own.”

Since the 2016 election and
the federal government’s
decision to add the nao-
tion’s voting systems to ifs
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list of critical infrastructure,
Congress has sent $995 mil-
lion to states for election
administration and security
needs.
In Colorado, the money
has been used to develop
a system for voters to frack
their ballots and pay for
fraining for election offi-
cials.

Continued on next page
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Florida officials designated
the money for increasing
security of the state's voter
registration system. Else-
where, federal money has
been used to replace vot-
ing machines and add cy-
bersecurity staff.

Most of that was allocated
ahead of the 2020 election,
as states rushed to boost
cybersecurity defenses,
and has been exhausted.
A separate $400 million was
required to be spent on
pandemic-related election
costs in 2020.

The last chunk of election-
related funding was $75 mil-
lion approved by Congress
in December 2022. State al-
locations ranged from $5.8
million for California to $1
million for Nevada.

"Los Angeles elections
alone costs $75 million,"
said Kathy Boockvar, the
former chief elections offi-
cial in Pennsylvania. "l don't
think election officials have
had expectations of $400
million. People have hoped
for $75 million, and it's un-
clear whether even that
will come."

PARTISAN BUDGET DISPUTES
Federal budget negotio-
fions have been mired in
parfisan  disputes,  with
agencies mostly operat-
ing on spending levels ap-
proved for 2023. Congress
has been able to approve
only temporary funding
plans, which cover a few
months at a time. The next
deadline is March 1, when
the most recent temporary
funding plan expires for
some departments and a
week later for others. The
government faces a po-
tential shutdown if new
funding is not approved.
Even if a deal is reached,
there's no guarantee of
new money for elections.
House Republicans last
year listed election security
grants as "wasteful spend-
ing" and did not allocate
money for it in their spend-
ing proposal. Instead, they
have been focused on

Election judges demonstrate the accuracy of the city's voting equipment on Oct. 28, 2022, in Min-
neapolis.

legislation that would ban
private organizations from
providing money to elec-
fion offices.

"Americans deserve to
have confidence in our
elections, which means
elections should be free
from undue private influ-
ence," U.S. Rep. Bryan Steil,
a Wisconsin  Republican
who chairs the Committee
on House Administration,
said at a recent hearing.

A $75 milion Senate pro-
posal for election security
is being negotiated as part
of the final spending pack-
age.

"Administering free and fair
electionsis year-round work
that takes planning and re-
sources, and election offi-
cials on the front lines of our
democracy need a steady
stream of funding so that
they can do things like re-
place aging equipment,

strengthen  cybersecurity,
and keep pace with new
technology," U.S. Sen. Amy
Klobuchar, a Democrat
from Minnesota, said in a
statement.

TOUGH DECISIONS

In North Carolina, state
election officials have had
fo make some ftough de-
cisions as the needs have
outpaced state and fed-
eral funding.

North  Carolina's  State
Board of Elections has re-
ducedits cybersecurity staff
by one employee and has
been forced to cut back in
other areas to meet some
of the needs for election
security, said Karen Brinson
Bell, the agency's execu-
five director. A team of six
employees that had been
handling election data
has been reduced to just
one full-time position, with
another person helping
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part-time. Some eliminated
positions were funded by
federal grants that are no
longer available.

"Every effort we've put
forward for cybersecurity
has come through federal
funding, and without that
continuous funding and no
new funding through the
(North Carolina) legislature,
it's hard to sustain a strong
cyber posture,” Brinson Bell
said.

During ifs recent meeting,
the Natfional Association of
Secretaries of State passed
a resolution calling on Con-
gress to provide sufficient
money to help officials ad-
dress cybersecurity threats.
West Virginia Secretary of
State Mac Warner, a Re-
publican, said he does not
support federal money for
elections because '"typi-
cally, it comes with strings
attached.”

Mississippi Secretary  of
State  Michael Watson,
also a Republican, said he
would welcome federal as-
sistance for cybersecurity
needs if there was flexibility
on how states spent it.

"I don't necessarily mind
a partnership there with
some funding, as long as

states are the ones that
have the ability to spend
those dollars — because
what happens in Mississippi
may be a little bit different
than Minnesota or Maine or
California," Watson said.
SUSTAINABLE PROGRAMS
Kim Wyman, the former
secretary of state in Wash-
ington, said federal officials
should heed the lessons of
the 2000 election -- when
some election offices were
well-funded and others
less so. She said the Help
America Vote Act of 2002,
approved by Congress in
the aftermath of the ballot
confusion in Florida, leveled
the playing field with $3.2
billion in federal money go-
ing to the states. A similar
investment is needed now,
she said.

Wisconsin election officials
have used previous federal
money to provide grants
fo local election offices
that have helped them
boost their technology
support and training. They
also have been able to
buy new voting equipment
and mail ballot envelopes,
said Meagan Wolfe, the
nonpartisan  administrator
of the Wisconsin Elections
Commission.

New Mexico has used fed-
eral money to help cover
the costs of its election se-
curity program. Secretary
of State Maggie Toulouse
Oliver, a Democrat, said
election officials need pre-
dictability.

"When we create pro-
grams, we want to be able
fo sustain those programs,
not just for a year or for two
years. We want to sustain
them for the long term," she
said.

In Minnesota, the state has
used federal money to cre-
ate grants for local election
officials for voting system
upgrades, including elec-
fronic pollbooks and tabu-
lators. Minnesota Secretary
of State Steve Simon said
he was concerned about
the lack of federal fund-
ing and the message that
sends about the nation's
priorities. "Nobody | know
is looking for Congress to
fund state elections," said
Simon, a Democrat. "What
we are looking for — for
election security and other
purposes -- is for them to be
a partner in helping us fo fill
some gaps."d
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Federal student loans for nearly 153,000 borrowers are being
auvtomatically canceled, Biden says

By AAMER MADHANI and
COLLIN BINKLEY
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Presi-
dent Joe Biden announced
Wednesday that his admin-
istration was automatically
canceling federal student
loans for nearly 153,000
borrowers, putting the spoft-
light on his debt cancello-
tion efforts as he ramps up
his reelection campaign.
Biden, who is in the midst
of a three-day campaign
swing through California,
made the announcement
as part of a new repay-
ment plan that offers a fast-
er path to forgiveness.

The administration began
sending email nofifications
on Wednesday to some of
the borrowers who will ben-
efit from what the White
House has called the SAVE
program. The cancello-
fions were originally sched-
uled to start in July, but last
month the administration
said it would be ready al-
most six months ahead of
schedule, in February.
“Starting today, the first
round of folks who are en-
rolled in our SAVE student
loan repayment plan who
have paid their loans for
10 years and borrowed

President Joe Biden arrives at Los Angeles International Airport, Tuesday, Feb. 20, 2024, in Los

Angeles.

$12,000 or less will have
their debt cancelled,”
Biden posted on social me-
dia Wednesday. “That’s
150,000 Americans and
counting. And we're push-
ing to relieve more.”

The first round of forgive-
ness from the SAVE plan
will clear $1.2 bilion in
loans. The borrowers will
get emails with a message

from Biden notifying them
that “all or a portion of your
federal student loans will
be forgiven because you
qualify for early loan for-
giveness under my Admin-
istfration’s SAVE Plan.”

The president is expected
fo highlight the SAVE plan
during a speech in Cul-
ver City, California, before
heading to San Francisco

Associated Press

later Wednesday for more
campaign fundraising.

Biden in the email writes he
has heard from “countless
people who have fold me
that relieving the burden
of their student loan debt
will allow them to support
themselves and their fami-
lies, buy their first home,
start a small business, and
move forward with life

plans they've put on hold.”
More than 7.5 million peo-
ple have enrolled in the
new repayment plan.

The president, during a
campaign fundraiser in
Beverly Hills on Tuesday
night, highlighted his ef-
forts to help middle-class
Americans and warned
that a win in November by
former President Donald
Trump, the GOP presiden-
fial front-runner, could lead
fo a nationwide abortion
ban, more Republican ef-
forts to undo the health
insurance program started
in the Biden administration
and policies that would dis-
proportionately help the
wealthy.

He asked his supporters to
help win a second term so
that he could *“finish the
job” in enacting an agen-
da that benefits American
workers.

Borrowers are eligible for
cancellation if they are
enrolled in the SAVE plan,
originally borrowed $12,000
or less to attend college
and have made at least 10
years of payments. Those
who took out more than
$12,000 will be eligible for
cancellation but on a lon-
ger timeline.

IRS to pursue business private jet usage in new round of audits on
high-wealth taxpayers

By FATIMA HUSSEIN
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — First,
there were frackers on Tay-
lor Swift and other celebri-
ties’ private jet usage. Now,
there will be more scrutiny
on executives’ personal
use of business aircraft who
write it off as a tax expense.
IRS leadership said Wednes-
day that the agency will
start conducting dozens of
audits on businesses’ pri-
vate jets and how they are
used personally by execu-
tives and written off as a tax
deduction as part of the
agency’s ongoing mission
of going after high-wealth
tax cheats who game the
tax system at the expense
of American taxpayers.

The audits will focus on air-
craft used by large corpo-
rafions and high-income
taxpayers and whether the
tfax purpose of the jet use is
being properly allocated,
the IRS says.

“At this fime of year, when
millions of hardworking tax-
payers are working on their
taxes, we want them to
feel confident that every-
one is playing by the same
rules,” IRS Commissioner
Daniel Werfel said on a call
with reporters to preview
the announcement. Tax
season began Jan. 29.
“These aircraft audits will
help ensure high-income
groups aren't flying under
the radar with their tax re-
sponsibilities,” he said.

There are more than 10,000
corporate jets in the US.,
according to the IRS, val-
ved at tens of millions of
dollars and many can be
fully deducted.

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act,
passed during the Trump
administration, allowed for
100% bonus depreciation
and expensing of private
jets which allowed taxpay-
ers to write off the cost of
aircraft purchased and put
into service between Sep-
tember 2017 and January
2023. Werfel said the fed-
eral tax collector will use
resources from Democrats’
Inflation Reduction Act to
more closely examine pri-
vate jet usage which has
not been closely scrutinized

Scottsdale, Ariz.

lion were 9.2%, down from
13.6% in 2012. And in the
same time period, overall
corporate audit rates fell
from 1.3% 1o .6%.

Private jets sit parked at Scottsdale Airport Jan. 27, 2015, in

Associated Press

there's more work to do for
the IRS to make sure peo-
ple are paying what they
owe."
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Ghost gun manufacturer agrees to stop sales to Maryland

residents

By LEA SKENE

Associated Press
BALTIMORE (AP) — A lead-
ing manufacturer of ghost
guns has agreed to stop
seling its untraceable,
unassembled firearms to
Maryland residents under a
seftlement agreement an-
nounced Wednesday by
the city of Baltimore.

City leaders sued the com-
pany, Nevada-based
Polymer80, two years ago
“in response to the rapid
escalafion of ghost guns
appearing on Baltimore
streets and in the hands
of minors,” according to
the mayor's office. Officials
said the settlement grants
the city all measures of re-
lief requested in the law-
suit, including $1.2 million in
damages.

“Nine out of fen homicides
in Baltimore City are com-
mitted with guns,” Mayor
Brandon Scoft said in a
statement. “This settlement
and the statement it sends
about the harmful impact
of these ghost guns is a
critical victory for the effort
to confront gun violence in
our communities.”

A spokesperson for Poly-
mer80 didn’t immediately
respond to a request for
comment Wednesday.

The suit accused Polymer80

“Ghost guns” are displayed at the headquarters of the San Francisco Police Department in San
Francisco, Nov. 27, 2019.

of intentionally undermin-
ing federal and state fire-
arms laws by designing,
manufacturing and pro-
viding gun assembly kits
without serial numbers to
buyers who don't undergo
background checks. It was
fled the same day Mary-
land’s statewide ban on
ghost guns went into ef-
fect in 2022 following a law
change that expanded
the definition of a firearm

to include “an unfinished
frame or receiver.”

The Biden administration in
2022 announced new fed-
eral regulations aimed at
curbing the proliferation of
ghost guns, which authori-
ties say have been turning
up at crime scenes across
the nation in increasing
numbers. The regulations,
which include expanding
the definition of firearms,
were quickly challenged in

Associated Press

court by gun rights groups.
Attorneys for the city of Bal-
timore have argued that
Polymer80 falsely classified
its gun-making kits as “non-
firearms,” allowing them
fo end up in the hands of
convicted felons and mi-
nors people who otherwise
would be banned from
purchasing firearms.

While Baltimore recorded
a significant decline in ho-
micides and shootings last

year, city leaders are grap-
pling with arise in youth vio-
lence.

Baltimore leaders part-
nered with the national
nonprofit Brady Center to
Prevent Gun Violence in fil-
ing the lawsuit.

“The only market for ghost
guns is people who can't
buy guns legitimately at
a gun store,” said Philip
Bangle, senior litigation
counsel for Brady. He ques-
fioned why else someone
would purchase a firearm
they have to build them-
selves without quality con-
frol checks or other mea-
sures to ensure it functions
properly when the trigger is
pulled. Polymer80 has been
targeted by similar litigation
in other cities, including Los
Angeles, Philadelphia and
Washington, D.C.

The city of Los Angeles sued
the company after a teen-
ager used ifs products in a
high school shooting that
left three children dead.
That case similarly yielded
a settflement agreement
under which Polymer80
agreed to stop selling ghost
guns in California. The case
in Washington also resulted
in a $4 milion judgment
against  Polymer80 and
barred the sale of its prod-
ucts to city residents.(

A Colorado man is dead after a pet Gila monster bite

By MEAD GRUVER
Associated Press

A Colorado man has died
after being bitten by his pet
Gila monster in what would
be a rare death by one
of the desert lizards if the
creature’s venom turns out
to have been the cause.
Christopher Ward, 34, was
taken to a hospital shortly
after being bitten by one
of his two pet Gila monsters
on Feb. 12. He was soon
placed on life support and
died Friday, Lakewood Po-
lice Department spokes-
man John Romero said
Tuesday.

Jefferson County coroner’s
officials declined Tuesday
to comment on the death,
including if tests showed
yet whether Ward died

from the pet's venom or
from some other medical
condition.

Ward's girlfiend handed
over the lizard named Win-
ston and another named

¢

L

Potato to Lakewood ani-
mal control officer Leesha
Crookston and other offi-
cers the day after the bite.
Ward's girlfriend told police
she had heard something

A Gila monster is displayed at the Woodland Park Zoo in

Seattle, Dec. 14, 2018.

Associated Press

that “didn’t sound right”
and entered a room to
see Winston latched onto
Ward's hand, according to
Crookston’s report.

She told officers Ward “im-
mediately began exhibit-
ing symptoms, vomiting
several fimes and eventu-
ally passing out and ceas-
ing to breathe,” according
to the report.

Ward was placed on life
support in a hospital. With-
in days, doctors had de-
clared him brain dead.
Ward's girlfriend reportedly
fold officers they bought
Winston at a reptile exhibi-
fion in Denver in October
and Potato from a breeder
in Arizona in November,
according to the animal
control officer’s report. Told

that Gila monsters were ille-
gal in Lakewood, the wom-
an told officers she wanted
them out of her house as
soon as possible, the report
said.

Officers working with the
Colorado Department of
Natural Resources sent the
lizards to Reptile Gardens
outside Rapid City, South
Dakota. Twenty-six spiders
of different species also
were taken from the home
fo a nearby animal shelter.
Gila monsters are venom-
ous repftiles that naturally
inhabit parts of the south-
western U.S. and neighbor-
ing areas of Mexico. Their
bites can cause intense
pain and make their vic-
fims pass out but normally
aren't deadly.(
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U.N. top court shouldn’t urge Israel to immediately withdraw from
Palestinian-claimed lands, U.S. says

By MIKE CORDER
Associated Press

THE HAGUE, Netherlands
(AP) — The United States
said Wednesday the United
Nations’ top court should
not issue an advisory opin-
ion that says Israel should
“immediately and uncon-
ditionally withdraw” from
territories sought for a Pal-
estinian state.

Acting State Department
legal adviser Richard Visek
said the 15-judge panel at
the International Court of
Justice should not seek to
resolve the decades-long
Israeli-Palestinian  conflict
“through an advisory opin-
ion addressed to questions
focusing on the acts of only
one party.”

Visek spoke on the third day
of hearings at the court info
a request by the General
Assembly for a non-binding
adyvisory opinion on the le-
gality of Israel’s policies in
the occupied territories.

He said the court “can ad-
dress the questions before
it within the established
framework based on the
land for peace principle
and within the parameters
of established principles of
occupation law.”

Visek added that the
court’s opinion “will have
consequences for the par-
fies fo the conflict and for
the ongoing efforts of all of

Richard C. Visek, acting legal adviser of the U.S. Department of state, second left, waits to
address the United Nations’ highest court during historic hearings in The Hague, Netherlands,
Wednesday, Feb. 21, 2024, into the legality of Israel’s 57-year occupation of the West Bank and
east Jerusalem, plunging the 15 international judges back into the heart of the decades-long
Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

those working to achieve a
durable peace.”

Earlier this week, Palestinian
Foreign Minister Riad Malki
called on the court to up-
hold the Palestinian right
to self-determination and
declare “that the Israeli oc-
cupation is illegal and must
end immediately, totally
and unconditionally.”

The idea of land for peace
has been the cornerstone
of U.S.-led diplomacy for
decades and was the bao-
sis of the Camp David Ac-
cords between lsrael and

Egypt. in which Israel with-
drew from the Sinai Penin-
sulain return for peace and
recognition.

The same principle has
been applied to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, but the
peace process has repeat-
edly stalled because of
Palestinian attacks, Israel’s
expansion of seftlements in
occupied territory, and the
inability of the two sides to
agree on thorny issues like
final borders, the status of
Jerusalem and the fate of
Palestinian refugees.

Associated Press

The U.S. arguments at the
world court came a day af-
ter Washington vetoed an
Arab-backed and widely
supported U.N. resolution
demanding an immediate
humanitarian cease-fire
of the Israel-Hamas war in
the embattled Gaza Strip,
saying it would interfere
with negotiations on a deal
fo free hostages held by
militant Palestinian group
Hamas.

The vote in the 15-member
Security Council was 13-1,
with the United Kingdom

abstaining.

It reflected the strong sup-
port from counfries around
the globe for ending the
war, which started when
Hamas militants invaded
southern Israel on Oct. 7,
kiling about 1,200 people
and taking nearly 250 oth-
ers hostage. Since then,
more than 29,000 Palestin-
ians have been killed in
Israel’s retaliatory military
offensive, according to the
Gaza Health Ministry, which
says the vast majority were
women and children.
"Hamas's afttacks, hostage-
taking and other afrocities,
the ongoing hostilities and
the suffering of Palestinians
in Gaza and the violence
in the West Bank reinforce
the United States resolve
to urgently achieve a final
peace that includes the
full realization of Palestinian
self-determination,”  Visek
said. Visek's comments
were preceded Wednes-
day by condemnations
of Israel's policies by rep-
resentatives of Colombia,
Cuba and Egypt. Along
with the Palestinians, a fo-
tal of 51 nations and three
international organizations
are scheduled to speak at
the hearings.

The court will likely take
months fo issue ifs non-
binding advisory opinion.d

More than $400 million needed for western Afghanistan to recover
from October earthquake, U.N. says
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An Afghan girl carries donated aid to her tent, while she is
scared from the fierce sandstorm, after an earthquake in
Zenda Jan district in Herat province, western of Afghanistan,

Oct. 12, 2023.

Associated Press

By RAHIM FAIEZ

Associated Press
ISLAMABAD (AP) — More
than $400 million is needed
for western Afghanistan
fo recover and rebuild af-
ter a devastating earth-
quake last October that
kiled around 2,000 people,
the United Nations said
Wednesday.

The magnitude 6.3 quake
on Oct. 7, one of the most
destructive in the country’s
recent history, flattened
entire vilages in Herat
province and also left thou-
sands injured and home-
less. Months on, survivors
are still stfruggling to rebuild

their lives.

In a new U.N. report, re-
leased together with the
World Bank, the European
Union and the Asian Devel-
opment Bank, estimated
there is "an urgent need
for $402.9 million to support
the critical recovery and
reconstruction efforts in the
province.”

The report said recovery
strategies should prioritize
restoring access to ba-
sic services and building
earthquake-safe  housing,
especially for the most af-
fected families.

It said its assessment of the
urgent needs relied on field

data, publicly available in-
formation and remote an-
alyfics.

The report represents the
first joint assessment since
August 2021 and showcas-
es an international resolve
to address the needs of
disaster-affected commu-
nities and support their re-
covery.

It surveyed some nine dis-
tricts with roughly 2.2 mil-
lion people and offers a
detailed breakdown of
the numbers affected, in-
cluding categories such
as pregnant women, in-
fants and people with
disabilities..]
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The number of short-term rentals in Puerto Rico has surged. A new
report says that's a problem

By DANICA COTO
Associated Press

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP)
— Activists want stricter
regulations of short-term
rentals in Puerto Rico as the
U.S. territory sees a grow-
ing number of displaced
renters and a spike in hous-
ing costs, the Hispanic
Federation said in a report
Wednesday.

The number of units oper-
afing as short-term rentals
in Puerto Rico jumped to
more than 25,000 in 2022
from about 1,000 in 2014,
the report commissioned
by the federation said.

It found that while short-
term rentals create jobs,
aftract visitors and lead to
more tfransportation op-
fions, renters have faced
evictions, the cost of goods
have increased amid an
economic crisis and some
ecological areas have
been destroyed during
new construction.

The report calls for creating
a public registry of short-
term rentals, classifying
them as a business and in-
creasing the island’s room
tax from 7% to up to 11%
and using the additional
revenue to develop afford-
able housing. “This has got-
ten to a point where the

A wooden Puerto Rican flag is displayed on the dock of the Condado lagoon in San Juan,

Puerto Rico, Sept. 30, 2021.

impacts are really palpable
in Puerto Rico,” Charlotte
Gossetft Navarro, the foun-
dation’s Puerto Rico chief
director, said in an inter-
view.

A key factorin the increase
of short-term rentals was
Hurricane Maria, which
pummeled the island in
September 2017. Many
people migrated to the
U.S. mainland afterward,
while scores of new inves-
fors came to the island fo

buy homes and properties.
That led to a reduction in
housing availability and
affordability, Gossett said,
adding that other factors
including the pandemic
also are to blame.

Now, between 100 to 400
new short-term rentals are
reported a month in Puerto
Rico, with apartments rep-
resenting 60% of properties
available for that purpose.
Dulce del Rio-Pineda, who
has lived 40 years on the

Associated Press

island of Culebra just east
of Puerto Rico, said she no-
ticed a big change in the
housing market in the past
seven years with the influx
of short-term rentals.

“It's an economic benefit,”
she said.

“At the same time, our
young people especially
find themselves without any
hope of being able fo buy
their own home. It's a way
of making our community
disappear.”

The é4-year-old former spe-
cial educatfion teacher
who now helps to run a lo-
cal nonprofit said social in-
equality also has become
more  dramatic. Some
homes on Culebra, a pop-
ular tourist destination, now
cost $4 million to $8 million.
A recent study by the non-
partisan Center for a New
Economy and the Gradu-
ate School of Planning of
the University of Puerto Rico
found that a 10% rise in the
number of short-term rent-
als in a community increas-
es housing rental costs by
7% and the property value
per square foot by 23%.
“With so much to offer visi-
tors, tourism will always be
an important part of Puer-
fo Rico's economy,” said
Frankie Miranda, the His-
panic Federation’'s CEO
and president. “"However,
it cannot come at the ex-
pense of Puerto Rico’s resi-
dents and communities.”
Activists are calling for rent-
control policies; restoring
abandoned properties for
long-term rentals; designat-
ing six or more rental units
as a small inn; and desig-
nating areas where short-
term rentals can operate
to protect ecological and
agricultural lands.[

Zimbabwe starts an emergency polio vaccination drive after
detecting cases caused by a rare mutation

By FARAI MUTSAKA
Associated Press

HARARE, Zimbabwe (AP)
— Zimbabwe began an
emergency campaign fo
inoculate more than 4 mil-
lion children against polio
on Tuesday after health
authorities detected three
cases caused by the rare
mutation of the weakened
virus used in oral vaccines,
including a 10-year-old girl
who was paralyzed in Jan-
uary.

The health ministry said lab-
oratfory tests from samples
collected from sewage
sifes in several areas of the
capital, Harare, late last
year showed the presence
of a mutated polio virus

that originated in an oral
vaccine used in the global
eradication effort.

In rare instances, the live
polio virus in vaccines can
mutate info a form capa-
ble of sparking new out-
breaks, especially in places
with poor sanitation and
low vaccination levels.

The number of polio cas-
es globally has dropped
by more than 99% since
the global effort to wipe
out the disease led by the
World Health Organization
and others began in 1988.
But the majority of children
being paralyzed by polio
these days are being crip-
pled by a virus that was
originally linked to a vac-

cine.

Vaccination teams in Zim-
babwe are moving from
house to house to deliver
more doses to protect chil-
dren, while others will be
stationed at health facili-
ties, authorities said.
Officials said it was the first
time Zimbabwe would be
using a new oral polio vac-
cine specifically designed
to reduce the risk of the vi-
rus within it mutating intfo a
dangerous form.
Zimbabwe aims to roll out
more than 10 million new
vaccine doses fargeting
just over 4 million children
below the age of 10 in two
rounds in February and
March.

More than 95% of that pop-
ulation needs to be immu-

nized against polio to stop
new outbreaks.(]

In this file photo, a Somali baby receives a polio vaccine,
at the Medina Maternal Child Health center in Mogadishu,
Somalia.

Associated Press
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Aruba’s most family- frlendly beaches

(Oranjestad)—One of the
biggest concerns that par-
ents have when ftravelling
with their children is a guar-
antee of their safety and
healthy enjoyment. There-
fore, we thought it would
be a great help to travel-
ling parents to list off some
the most family-friendly
beaches around the island.

Baby Beach in San Nicolas
Baby Beach is one Aruba’s
most popular and visited
beaches, and forgoodrea-
son: This sandy and quiet
lagoon is a great place for
parents to sit back and re-
lax while their children play
in the shallow shores of the
beach. Beside the relaxing
atmosphere, there are also
several services that may
accommodate your stay,
like a parking lot, sun tent
rentals, chairs, bathrooms
and a snack bar right at
the far left of the beach.

Mangel Halto in Pos Chiq-
vito

Mangel Halto is situated
in the back streets of the

Pos Chiguito city. Though
there are several stairs on
the sides of the beach cliff
leading you down, the best
spot for families to hang
out is across the bridge,
passed the mangrove frees
near the enfrance sign.
Here, there are small and
big palapas, perfect for
big and small families fo
set up their belongings. In
this area, the shore is also
shallow, falling right around
your knee before slowly
getting deeper: perfect for
kids to safely play.

Eagle Beach/Palm Beach
in the hotel area

Yet another highly popular
beach site, Eagle Beach
and Palm Beach is where
most of our visitors go fo
fan, swim or play in the
white sand. Because they
are near the low-rise and
high-rise hotel areas, these
beaches are the most ac-
cessible for visitors on fooft.
These beaches also offer
many palapas free to use,
but you can also rent chairs
and tents. Much like Baby

Beach, these sites are one
of the best beaches for
your children to play and
build sand castles.

Boca Catalina in Malmok

Boca Catalinais asmallbay
beach near the Malmok
beach area further down
the hotel areas. Though it
may not be a very sandy

beach, it is relatively quiet
and franquil. This is a great
place for family to lay down
a big blanket and have a
little picnic. This is also one
of the best places to snor-
kel, as this area is filled with
little fish and corals, even
close to the shore.

Palm Island

Ok, this one is technically
not a beach, but a must-
visit attraction for family fun.
This small water park oasis is
located further down the
Mangel Halto Beach and
is reachable by boat. This
water park offers 6 hours of
fun activities, food, drinks,
and a chance to see pink
flamingoes up close!

Why You Should Not Miss Aruba s Free Clty Center Street Car Tour

ORANJESTAD - Aruba’s
City Center Sireet Car -
or as we call it in Duich;
“Tram van Oranjestad’ - is
a single track tram line in
Oranjestad, the capital
city of Aruba. It was inau-
gurated on 22 December
2012, being the first and so
far the only passenger rail
service on Aruba and the
rest of the Dutch Caribbe-
an. There are two ftrolleys,
a single-deck one with 42
seats and a double-decker
with 64 seats. The line was
inspired by the popular
battery-powered streetcar

operation at the Grove in
Los Angeles, USA. Aruba’s
streetcars are powered by
hydrogen fuel cells, which
are charged by the island’s
year-round trade winds.

Caya Betico Croes, mostly
referred to as our “main
street” has been devel-
oped into a pollution-free
pedestrian mall. The dou-
ble-decker offers you a 360
degree view of the down
fown area with a picture
perfect scenery of the is-
land’s clear blue skies. Who
would not enjoy a ride on

this beautiful and naturally
air-conditioned  vehicle?

The tour consists of a total
of 9 stops approximately
200 meters apart from each
other; all stops are clearly
marked. The tram wiill bring
you close to different mu-
seums, historical plazas,
monuments, the Protestant
church, Aruba’s high- end
mall, retail shops, and a va-
riety of local and interna-
fional cuisine restaurants.
The "l love Aruba” tfrade-
mark also belongs fo that
list. The third stop on the
routfe is close to a 5-minute
walk fo the famous Renais-
sance Marina showcasing

luxurious yachts and Aru-
ba's blue waters.

The “Tram van Oranjestad”
starts from a balloon loop
near the Port of Call and
serves the downtown area
and ends at Plaza Nicky.
The first ride starts at 10:00
am sharp with intervals of
25minutes. The last trolley
departs from the cruise
port at 5:00om. Don't miss
this four of the beautiful
Aruba’s City Center— it is
free for alll
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PALM BEACH — Do you remember the film “Papillon”
starring Steve McQueen? Papillon restaurant is the is-
land’s example where life imitates art.’ The décor, es-
pecially the restrooms, was inspired by the movie. For
more than a decade this restaurant has built a reputa-
tion with the fusion of classic French cuisine, Dutch and
Caribbean flavors. Welcome in the world of wonders
where ambiance, taste and service come together
and you feel you are being welcomed in the home of
the owner and her team.

“We find it really important that our guests have fun;
can relax while listening fo live music while their taste
buds are being tickled by France, The Netherlands and
the Caribbean. We offer a unique fusion of dishes and
a night not to forget,” says owner Tina. As our special
guest you can choose to dine inside our heartwarming
airconditioned restaurant or we also offer outside din-
ing on a cozy, elegant terrace with great ambiance of
the surroundings. Perfect setting for an enjoyable time
people watching while sipping on a delicious cocktail.

Fresh oysters, caviar and wild boar
You are on vacation, life is to enjoy! If you want some-

thing special, a different flow than the
usual, then Papillon is the place to go.
Foodies are in heaven here with classic
French dishes such as Foie Gras, Frog
Legs, fresh Oysters coming in on a week-
ly basis from Holland, Escargots, Dover
Sole d la Meuniére flown in from Europe
and filleted at the table, Duck Breast
seared on the skin, roasted and braised
Lamb in Balashi beer and slow braised
Wild Boar Shank. Do not

leave without frying the exclusive rec-
ommendation: Caviar! All of this com-
bined with an extensive wine list from
around the world makes Papillon a
must-do on your Aruban vacation.

Let the music play!
Another reason to visit us is our Live En-
tertainment Schedule all through the
week.
Get all cozy and warmed up on Sun-
days and Mondays by Marisella and her
enchanting acoustic tunes accompa-
nied by percussion only.
On Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays,
Jairo will give you a real Saxophone
treat while on Wednesday you can sit
back, relax and enjoy your dinner while
DJ Jason brings you the most smooth
jozz and lounge music for a dreamy
night.
The musicians interact with the guests &
requests can be sent in.
The live tunes definitely add to the ex-
perience.

Vegetarian vibes present
Impressive vegetarian/vegan dishes are

set up especially for the guests by the
chef and Meredith from Vegan Aruba.
"We offer vegan choices that are really
good and tasty. Our daily soup is always
vegan too”. What are you waiting for,
make sure to pay a visit to this elegant
yet laid-back restaurant while on Aruba.
You are most welcomel!

Chef’'s Garden é course dinner
by Papillon

Our one of a kind executive chef Juan
Ludena gets exira creative outside the
kitchen of Papillon Restaurant. Serving
a 6 course surprise menu featuring his
International flavors and creativity with
refined dishes, chef Juan Ludena is de-
termined to give you a night to remem-
ber. Wine pairing is optional. The chef’s
secret garden is located in a local rep-
lica of the Aruba traditional ‘cunucu’
house. The fropical garden is the setfting
for a magical in-home private dinning
experience.

For more information about this magnifi-
cent option, please send us an email or
ask our wait staff.

Papillon Restaurant is located at The Vil-
lage across the Hilton Aruba Caribbean
Resort & Casino and within walking dis-
tance of all other major hotels.

Make your reservation today at:
info@papillonaruba.com

or call/WhatsApp + 00297 6995400
Open Daily: 5pm - 10.00pm - Early Bird
from 5pm - 7pm

For all menus and specials visit the welb-
site: www.papillonaruba.com.]
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members.

Bonus 4-Card BINGO

starting at Tpm!

$7 for 4-Card BINGO | 8 Games to Play

S,500 fin Gas

SPECIAL PROGRESSIVE GAME

Jackpot within 50 Calls | 51 Calls or more $111
Additional $500 Cash Prize in our

Monthly Early Bird Drawing when you

e m—

Albarkra

R A ek

b

CASINO AND SHOPS

purchase your card before noon!

\

Open daily 10am to 3am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 | 583.5000 | casinoalhambra.com

Play Responsibly. Visit www.gamblersononymous.org if you or someane you know has a gombling prablem.

hiRrizes;

THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO

Aruba Tours & Adventures | Auntie Anne’s Pretzels | Aruba Aloe
Behind The Mask | Juan Valdez Café | Baskin-Robbins
The Brownstone Ribs and Seafood | The Market | M8 Boutique
Fusion - Piano Wine & Cigar Bar | Shalom Body & Soul Spa
Hungry Piranha - Pizza, Wings & More | Twist of Flavors
The Lazy Lizard | Dunkin Donuts | Shalom Hair & Nails Bar
Magnet Perfume Jewelry & Cosmetics | Curated Lab

The Aruba Tourism Authority honors a loyal visitor at Renaissance
Ocean Suites!

The Aruba Tourism Author-
ity recently had the great
pleasure of recognizing an
Emerald Ambassador of
Aruba. This lovely lady am-
bassador wasrespectively
honored with a certificate
acknowledging her years
of visits, loyalty, and love
for the island of Aruba.

The honor certification is
presented on behalf of the
Minister of Tourism as a to-
ken of appreciation and
to say “Masha Danki” to
guests who have visited
Aruba 10, 20, or 35 years or
more consecutively.

The three honoring levels
are as follows:
Distinguished Visitor
(10>years consecutively
visiting Aruba)
Goodwill Ambassador
(20>years  consecutively
visiting Aruba)

Emerald Ambassador
(35>years consecutively
visiting Aruba)

The honoree was:

Emerald Ambassador
Mrs. Judy Weinstein from
New Jersey, United States

Ms. Marouska Heyliger rep-
resenting the Aruba Tourism
Authority, and staff mem-
bers of the Renaissance
Ocean Suites bestowed the
Emerald Ambassador cer-
tificate to the honoree, pre-
sented her with gifts, and
also thanked her for choos-
ing Aruba as her favorite
vacation destination,as her
home away from home.

Top reasons for returning
to Aruba, provided by Mrs.
Weinstein were:

Aruba’s year-round sunny
weather

Aruba’s warm and friendly
people always freat her like
family

Aruba’s restaurants
Aruba'’s nice sandy beach-
es

“Aruba is my home”

Mrs. Weinstein also shared
a wonderful story with
Ms.Heyliger to what Aruba
means to her:

“45 years ago my late hus-
band and | came here on
a trip run by the 32-caret
club, a masonic group that
my husband was a mem-
ber of. We knew no one in
the organization, however,
at the end of those 10 days
we were all friends and
returned every year ever
since. | loved the idea of
returning here yearly. We
wound up purchasing 2
weeks and wound up with
9 weeks. | love this place;
the people, food, and es-

pecially being away from
the harsh winter in New Jer-
sey. ARUBA IS MY HOME!"

On behalf of the Aruba
Tourism Authority, we would

like to express our sincere
gratitude and apprecia-
fion to the honoree for her
continued visits to the“One
Happy Island”.

Aruba to me

ORANJESTAD — You are

back and we would like to

portrait you! By inviting you
to send us your favorite va-
cation picture while enjoy-
ing our Happy Island.

Complete the sentence:
Aruba to me is Send
your picture with that text
(including your name and
where you are from) to:
news@arubatoday.com
and we will publish your
vacation memory. Isn't
that a special way to keep
your best moments alive?
Please do note: By sub-
mitting photos, text or any
other materials, you give

permission to The Aruba
Today Newspaper, Carib-
bean Speed Printers and
any of its affiiated compa-
nies to use said materials,
as well as names, likeness,
etc. for promotional pur-
poses without compensa-
fion.

Last but not least: check
out our website, Instagram
and Facebook pagel
Thank you for supporting
our free newspaper, we
strive to make you a happy
reader every day again.

For today we received a
lovely message from our
lovely visitor Evelyn Brink-
mann who is visiting us from
Germany.

She wrofe to us saying:
“Aruba to me is... The won-
derful and special turtles
which we will protect for
the future.”

Thank you for sending us
this wonderful message
sharing what Aruba means
fo you with us and our
readers!
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Did you know about...
Basic driving rules on Aruba (part 2)

(Oranjestad)—In  Yester-
day’s issue, we've provid-
ed some basic rules when
driving on the four-lane
highways and roundabouts
on the island. Today, we
want to offer you more tips
and tricks when it comes
to driving on the roads and
highways of Aruba.

Speed limit in certain areas
As menfioned in yester-
day'’s issue, the legal mini-
mum and maximum speed
limit on the island is 50 and
80 km/h respectively. How-
ever, there are some areas
where it is mandated to
drive up to a certain speed.
Thisis always indicated by a

circular traffic sign with red
border and the number 50
on if. Signs like these are al-
ways paired by a similar sign
with the number crossed
out further down the road.
This means that the man-
date for this speed is now
over, you may increase
your velocity. Red borders
on fraffic sign—whether it's
a circle or triangle—usually
signal a warning, prohibi-
tion or preference.

Besides the "“50" sign, you
may also encounter a traf-
fic sign that says "bebou-
wde kom”. These can be
found in San Nicolas and
Oranjestad. Bebouwde

’—

Bebouwde kom
N
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kom sings are rectangular
and blue, and essentially
tell you that you are in a
heavily inhabited area. The
maximum speed limit in a
bebouwde kom is 50 km/h.
Just like the previous pair,
bebouwde kom signs are
also paired with a similar
sign crossed out.

Priority signs

On the main roads of Aru-
ba (not the highways), you
may see a yellow, squared
sign with a white border.
This sign tells you that on
this road, you have priority
and all other fraffic should
yield to you. This sign can
be seen in Savaneta for ex-
ample. So, if you are driving

on the main road in Sava-
neta going to San Nicolas,
you are driving on a single
long road, and other cars
that want to get on this
main road or cross it, either
from an intersection or from
a dirt road, must all wait un-
fil traffic on the main road
is clear. In other words, you
do not have to stop for
them. This sign too has a
counter part that indicates
that your priority is over.

Another priority sign you
may encounter is a friangle
sign with a red border and
something that looks like a
cross. You'll see this sign in
an infersection. The gen-
eral rule of thumb for cross-
ing an intersection that do
not contain fraffic lights,
roundabouts, sign or arrows
on the road, is to always
yield for traffic on yourright.
However, if you encounter
this sign on your side of the
intersection, you have pri-
ority over the other cars,

even the one on your right.

However, be careful not to
confuse this sign with a simi-
lar up-side down ftriangle,
also found on intersections.
This sign is a prohibition sign,
telling you that you have to
sfop and give other cars
priority. Of course you also
have a “stop” sign that
mean the same thing. The
stop sign is generally used
for tricky intersections with
minimal view of opposite
incoming fraffic.

These are some of the ba-
sic rules that you would
have to know if you decide
to drive on the island. These
are of course other traffic
signs, and we recommend
you visit aruba-fravelguide.
com for an extensive over-
view of all traffic signs used
on Aruba.

Picture credits: aruba-trav-
elguide.com

Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba

(Oranjestad)—When traveling to another coun-
try, especially for the first time, it is always better
to be over-prepared than under-prepared. That
is why we have a list of basic—but important—
information that we think may come in handy to
Aruba’s visitors.

Emergency services

Even though most people don’t even want fo
think about having to contact emergency ser-
vices—especially not while on their vacation, it
is still important to know what number to dial in
case of the unlikely event of an accident or se-
vere incident.

Police: 100

Police Tipline: 11141

Ambulance: 911

Fire Dept: 115

Oranjestad: HOH hospital: +297-527-4000
San Nicolas: ImSan: +297-527-8833

Electrical power

Aruba generally operates on 110V to 127V sup-
ply voltage and 60Hz. There are also three types
of outlets used on the island: type A with two flat

prongs; type B with two flat and one grounding
prong, and on occasion, type F with two round
prong and two earth clips on the side. How-
ever, Type A is most commonly found in homes
and establishments.

Drinking water

The water that flows through the sinks of every
house, hotels and other establishments is dis-
filled and perfectly safe to drink. Aruba’s drink-
ing water exceeds WHO's international stan-
dards for water quality, so there is no need fo
buy bottled water from the store.

Supermarket hours

Supermarket hours may vary depending on
where you are staying on the island. Generally
though, most supermarkets are open from 8am
to 9 or 10pm, Monday through Saturday. On
Sundays, supermarkets generally close earlier;
mostly around 2pm.

Taxis

Prices for taxi fair are set by the Department
of Public Traffic and are based on destination
rather than mileage. Most taxis can take up to

five passengers, but this may vary depending
on the vehicle. Taxis are prefty much always
available and you can ever hire one for $45 an
hour.

Safety

Aruba is one of the safest islands in the Caribbe-
an, and many tourist that visit have often told us
how they feel safe to explore the island or walk
around at night. However, rare incidents do oc-
curs, so keep yourself and your belongings safe.




LOCALIA™
THURSDAY 22 FEBRUARY 2024

A brief history of the California Light House

(Oranjestad)—At the furthest west-
ern point of the island, there lies the
tallest structure on the island: The
Cadlifornia Light House. Standing on
top of a limestone cliff, this light-
house oversees the entire island,
offering one of few best views of
the island and the surrounding sea.
It is also one of the few monuments
that hold a rich history.

The lighthouse was constructed
in between 1914-1916, and ifs
first keeper was a young frained
lighthouse keeper from Curacao
names Jacob Jacobs. Mr. Frederi-
co Fingal was the last man to have
occupied this position until 1962.
Though his son, Mr. Romulo Fingall
did not continue in his father’s foot-
steps, he does have a special con-
nection to the lighthouse. He sat
down with our reporter and shared
a bit of its history.

As Mr. Fingal explains, "In 1915,
cargo donkeys were hired from
Figaroa di Noord to help build the
Lighthouse at Westpunt. The don-
keys had to walk along the beach
all the way to Westpunt carrying
the cargo, poles, cement, and all
these things. At that time, it was
a difficult task until Aruba goft ifs
first tfruck. These things reflect how
people could have accomplished
this fremendous job with so little."
Mr. Fingal said, "At that time, it
wasn't a place for people to work.
It was very challenging because it
was full of goats and donkeys, and
it was very isolated. There were no
hotels or roads to get there. There
was only a donkey ftrail. Those were

the only means of fransportation.”

Mr. Fingal confinues, "In 1939, | was
born in the lighthouse, and my fa-
ther was the last lighthouse keeper
until he retired in 1962. After that,
they removed the power cables
all the way to the top. According
to the story, we couldn't have the
light ourselves because they dis-
mantled it, and after many years,
| heard that it is in a frain museum
in San Nicolas, where we found this
very special lens that, when the
light shines through it, it reaches 30
kilometers out to sea." Mr. Fingal
told our reporter.

The lighthouse has a long and very
interesting history. The reason why
the lighthouse was built, according
to Mr. Fingal, dates back to the day
when the cargo ship S.S. California
sank because of the lack of light.
In 1913, Aruba made a request
to Curacao fo build a Lighthouse
at Westpunt, and the governor of
Curacoo responded to Aruba to
come backin 1915 with a well-de-
tailed plan. "During the First World
War from 1914 to 1918, they had to
wait for the light to be transported
to Aruba because it was manufac-
tured in France. Af that time, there
was no electricity, and the light
was very interesting because it ro-
tated with a kerosene lamp that
planes used; clean kerosene," Mr.
Fingal said.

Mr. Fingal discovered something
very interesting about the light-
house affer much research was
documented in his book 'History

A a8 %
of the Lighthouse at Westpunt.
He found many details: "l found
out that the height of the light-
house was due to the absence
of electricity. There was also the
presence of coral. There is a long
steel cable from where the light is,
and under the light, at the highest
point, there is a hanging weight, a
sort of pendulum that swings like
that, with a weight that measures
about T meter by 30 centimeters
wide, which is a block of solid iron

i
aftached to a cable. When you
release it upwards, it comes down,
and the weight that comes down
pulls it up, gradually. And while it
comes down, the same weight
that is descending causes many
small wheels to turn in the opposite
direction. The Lighthouse rotates
from 6 pm in the evening, when
the sun sets, until 6 am in the morn-
ing. During the entire night, the light
shines on the lantfern, it goes down
24 meters, and the Lighthouse is 30
meters high. It is designed not to
collapse," Mr. Fingal explains.

Mr. Fingal further explains that in
one night, the lighthouse rotates
4,320 fimes and consumes one
gallon of kerosene for the whole
operation. "At that time, the kero-
sene was supplied from the Lago
refinery. Every day it was brought
down, and to start the light again,
they had fo lift the weight up, so
our job as children was to crank
it and raise the weight back up in
the evening when the light stuck,
they would take it down again,
and the light stayed down. That's
how it worked for a very long time,"
Mr. Fingal explains.

Thanks to the Monument Fund
Aruba, which worked hard and
is currently in charge of the Light-
house, Mr. Fingal is very happy
with its preservation, along with alll
the renovations that have faken
place. He hopes that the story of
the lighthouse will continue fo live
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Millennial Money: It's time to change
your investment sirategy

By ALANA BENSON of Nerd-
Wallet

The passage of time feels
like it creeps, then pounc-
es: Suddenly, party con-
versation focuses on real
estate, how we're going to
bed earlier and our realizo-
fion that we have no idea
what type of jeans to wear.
For years, millennials have
been the butt of financial
jokes: “They spend all their
money on lattes and avo-
cado toast!” and “Why
don’'t they get a minimum
wage job to pay for col-
lege like | dide” But the cli-
chés got old quickly.

And now, as millennials
move deeper into their 30s
and 40s, there are some
things to consider chang-
ing up. Most notably, our
investments.

YOUR PORTFOLIO MIGHT
NEED TO CHILL

For those lucky enough
to invest early on, the ad-
vice was pretty standard:
Invest often, and invest in
aggressive assets fo take
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U.S. $100 bills are seen, Thursdqy July 14, 2022, in Marple

Township, Pa.

advantage of long-term
growth. The target-date
funds (those that auto-
matically rebalance your
portfolio as you get older)
held in 401(k)s were typi-
cally calibrated to higher-
risk investments. Maybe
the most aggressive of us
dipped our toes in crypto
and meme stocks at some
point. After all, you've got
all the fime in the world
to ride out the highs and
lows of the market when

Associated Press

you're 24. But now, we're
more mature. And with
that wisdom comes new
responsibilities, like adjust-
ing our asset allocation.
Asset allocation is just a
fancy phrase for what per-
centage of your portfolio is
in each investment. For ex-
ample, a 20-year-old’s in-
vestment portfolio of $100
(for easy math), might be
90% in stocks and 10% in
bonds, or $90 and $10, re-
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Classifieds

The Reef

Eagle beach

3 x Condo

2 BR 2 Bath 2sd floor

Price : $ 923,650 / $852 ,600
$742,100

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

The Reef

Eagle Beach

2 BR 2 Bath 3 rd floor
Price : $935,226

2 BR 2 bath 4th floor
Price : $ 982,958.91

Call: 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

The Reef

Eagle beach

2 BR 2 Bath 4 th floor
Price :$ 807,805.25

2 BR 2 bath 5 th floor
Price : $837,128.25

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

The Reef

Eagle Beach

2 BR 2 Bath 6 th floor
Price : $1,6061.901.78

2 BR 2 Bath 6th floor
Price : $ 837,128.75

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

The Reef

Eagle beach

2 BR 2 Bath 7 th floor
Price : $ 1,192,626.12

2 BR 2 Bath 7 th floor
Price : $928,889.46
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

The Reef

Eagle Beach

2 BR 2 Bath 8 th floor
Price :$ 1,165,755.11

2 BR 2 Bath 8 th floor
Price : $961,400.59

Call : 011-297-630-1307
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com

STSP

Violence Against Women

Casa Del Mar 2BR/2B:

Week 2/Unit 1113 (21k);

Week 8/Unit 1113 (19k);

Week 8/Unit 1409 (19Kk);

Week 10/Unit 1207 (19Kk);
Week 13/Unit 1509 (14k); and,
Week 14/Unit 1308 (14k).
CDMOwner@gmail.com
US(Call/Text): (860)992-3890

217264

Blue Residence

Eagle beach Indigo Tower
2 BR 2 Bath unit # 112
Ground floor: $ 648,500

2 BR 2 Bath unit # 214

2 sd floor :$623,480

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Blue Residence

Eagle beach Indigo Tower
3 BR 4 Bath PH 1-2

8th Floor: $1,255,000

3 BR 4 Bath PH 1-3

8 th floor :$1, 196,000
Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Blue Residence

Eagle Beach Agaumarine Tower
3 BR 3 bath unit # 221

2 sd floor:$782,500

2 BR 2 Bath unit # 622

6 th floor :$ 719,800

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Blue Residence

Eagle beach Torquoise Tower
4 BR 4 Bath TH -4 :$1,159,650
Ground floor/ Duplex

2 BR 2 bath unit#536

4 th floor: $710,000
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Azure Residence

Eagle beach

2 BR 2 Bath unit # 513

5 th floor : $765,400

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Oceania Residence
Eagle beach

2BR 2 Bath unit # 423

4 th Eagle :$868,500

1 BR 2 Bath

3 rd Racket club :$495,000
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Barcelo Resorts

Palm Beach All inclusive

3 BR 3 Bath on the 9 th Floor
Ocean Front WK 6 and 7
Price :$80 K both weeks

1 BR WK 8 Deluxe $15 K
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Barcelo Resorts

Palm beach

Jr, Suite week # 2,3,4

1 Bedroom floating week 2-17
All inclusive

Price studio :$ 30 K

One bedroom: :$13 K

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Divi Village Golf

Eagle Beach

Studio WK # 4 room # 2129
Ground floor contract expire
2047

Price :$7 K

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Divi Village

Eagle beach

Studio WK # 5 room # 8105
Building C with elevator

1 st floor with 13 weeks remain-
ing

Price : $7 K

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Divi Village Golf

Eagle beach

1 BR WK # 9 Room # 2118
Studio WK # 9 Room # 2117
22 weeks remaining

Price : 1 BR $9 K studio $7 K
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Divi Village golf

Eagle beach

1 BR 2 Bath Birdie 3
WK # 11 room # 2215

22 weeks remaining

Price :$ 9K

Call: 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Divi Dutch village

Eagle beach

Studio WK # 12 room # 33
30 weeks remaining $9 K
Studio WK # 15 room # 125
32 weeks remaining $9 K
Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

La Quinta Beach Resort
Eagle Beach

Town House

2 Bedroom 2 Bath

Week # 9 room # 212
Price : $ 12K

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Eagle Resort

Eagle beach

1 BR WK 8 room # 4561

4 th floor pool view

Price : $9 K

Call : 011 -297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Marriott Destination Points
Palm Beach

For sale at :$ 6 a points

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Ambassador suites

Eagle beach
1BRWK7R#1133 $ 7800
1 BR WK 9 R# 1431 $ 8400
1 BR WK11 R# 1329 $8400
1 BR WK11 R# 1326 $8400
1 BR WK11 R# 1428 $8400
Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Ambassador suites

Eagle beach

1 BR WK # 12 R# 1430 $8400

1 BR WK # 12 R# 1233 $8400
1BRWK# 12 R # 1428 $8400
1 BR WK # 12 R# 1328 $8000
2 BR WK # 12 R# 1505 $18,000
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Property land

Sero Colorado

Ocean view Baby Beach
1875 m2 (20182,332 sq feet )
Price : $ 421,350

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA ( Halley Time Travel
Aruba)

Looking to purchase for our
clients

Marriott surf club and Ocean
Club

All Size of units and Season
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Renaissance ocean suites
Private islands

1 BR WK # 15 room # 2111
Ground floor pool/ ocean view
Price : $ 9K

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Halley Time Travel Aruba

To All Time - Share owners

That are interested in selling

Your Time - Share in Aruba

Contact the experts 37 years

Of doing honest business

Call :011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com
218031

Renaissance ocean suites
Private islands
1 BR WK # 7 Room # 2144
Ground floor harbor /ocean view
1 BR WK # 7 Room # 2126
Grond floor Harbor / Ocean
Price : $12,500 each
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

218025

HEALTH

i

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:
Trupiaal : Tel.583 8560
San Lucas:Tel. 584 5119

Women in Difficulties

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539

EMERGENCY

Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulancia 911

Fire Dept. 115

Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232

A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO

Aruba Airport 524 2424
American Airlines 582 2700
Avianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

AID FOUNDATIONS

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

IAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

ICentre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

Like us on
Facebook

facebook.com/arubatoday/
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Richonne rises in ‘The Walking Dead: The Ones Who Live’ starring
Andrew Lincoln and Danai Gurira

By ALICIA RANCILIO
Associated Press
PASADENA, Calif. (AP) —
Danai Gurira remembers a
moment filming “ The Walk-
ing Dead " which she now
believes contributed to the
future pairing of her char-
acter Michonne with An-
drew Lincoln’s Rick.

It was during season three,
Gurira’s first season on the
show. The scene featured
Lincoln, Steven Yeun, Nor-
man Reedus, Lauren Co-
han and Michael Rooker.
Gurira  recalls  Michonne
wielding her frademark
samurai sword, ready fo kill
Rooker’'s character Merle.
Lincoln’s Rick stood in be-
tween Michonne and Mer-
le, preventing Michonne
from going too far.

"“You said to me afterwards,
‘It was like there was only
the two of us in the scene,’
Gurira reminded Lincoln in
a recent sit-down interview
with The Associated Press.
“I was like, ‘Yeah, that's
kind of true... What was
that about?2™”

Moments like those that
added up, leaving an im-
pression on the cast, crew
and fans, and inspiring
the writers to diverge from
the comics and unite the
two fan favorite charac-
fers as a couple, known as
Richonne.

Gurira and Lincoln return
to “The Walking Dead” uni-
verse on Sunday in “The
Walking Dead: The Ones
Who Live,” debuting on
both AMC and AMC+. The
actors are executive pro-
ducers, along with *“The

Andrew Lincoln, left, and Danai Gurira, cast member and executive producers of “The Walking
Dead: The Ones Who Live,” pose together at the premiere of the AMC series, Wednesday, Feb. 7,
2024, in Los Angeles.

Walking Dead” Chief Con-
tent Officer Scott M. Gim-
ple and others. The cast
also includes Terry O'Quinn
(“Lost”), Lesley-Ann Brandt
(“Lucifer”), Craig Tate and
Matthew August Jeffers.

In this sixth spin-off of the
original show, viewers find
Rick and Michonne still try-
ing to find their way back
to each other after being
physically separated for
years (or, the show's ninth
season finale, when Lincoln
departed.) The actors were
careful to not reveal any
spoilers, but spoke about
their characters, the origi-
nal series and working to-
gether. Answers have been
condensed for clarity and
brevity.

AP: Andrew, for the nine
seasons you were on the
original series, it's been
said you had a producer-
like role and took a greater
interest in the show as a
whole. That all encompass-
ing role must have been
very taxing at the fime.

LINCOLN: | used to come
home exhausted after eight
months and it took about
two weeks to decompress
because it was such a sort
of monastic effort of just
control day to day, to not
miss a scene, “Let’'s make
sure we lock this down. let’s
make sure we do this right.”
| (left the show), had two,
three years and then COV-
ID and all that, but | missed
it. I missed that responsibil-

Associated Press

ity. And then | started to
get less and less respect in
my house from my children.
And they know all of my
best jokes. They know my
worldview. I've got no cur-
rency in my household, so
really, | want to get some
creds back with my family.
AP: Danai, you joined the
show in season three when
it was already a hit. The
Michonne character was
well-known fo the comic
readers but were you ner-
vous about how your ver-
sion would be received?
Do you remember how you
felt at the time?

GURIRA: | really, really
wanted the Michonne role
and was surprised I'd never
come across the story of

her before, | thought she
was just such an interest-
ing Black woman. I'd never
seen a character like her
and (as a playwright), I'm
busy frying to write Black
women. The show was al-
ready a juggernaut so it
was scary. And nof just
because she was already
this cool character that
deserved justice, but also
because these guys had
already done all this work.
Also, I'd never watched the
show. I'm a scaredy cat. |
don't watch that stuff. |
don't watch horror, | don't
watch zombies ... but | had
to watch it and | was like,
“Oh, this is so not about
zombies.” And sometimes
as a writer you just want to
write, but | wanted to be a
part of that. Then it was like,
“Now this four-foot sword
and me have fo become
friends.”

AP: Andrew, from the pilot
episode, the character of
Rick was the heartbeat of
the show. Viewers obvious-
ly loved him, but what are
your thoughts on Rick?
LINCOLN: | love him a loft.
I miss playing him. | missed
his heart. There was a
quote that | loved: A hero
is a man who does what he
can. | think that’s him.

AP: Danai, do you think An-
drew shares some of Rick’s
leadership qualities?
GURIRA: Andy definitely
was very much a leader on
the set, and set the tone
and set the energy. There
was no ego on the set be-
cause he didn't have an

ego.ld

Alice Paul Tapper to publish picture book inspired by
medical misdiagnosis

NEW YORK (AP) — The new book from bestselling author
Alice Paul Tapper, daughter of CNN anchor Jake Tapper,
was inspired by a near-fatal health emergency.

“Use Your Voice,” with illustrations by Fanny Liem, is a
fictionalized take on Alice’s hospitalization in 2021 after
she experienced intense stomach pain, chills and vomit-
ing what turned out to be appendicitis. Doctors misdi-
agnosed her condition as a viral infection and only gave
her an ultrasound, which revealed she had a perforated
appendix leaking poisonous bacteria, after Jake Tapper
pleaded with the hospital’s administrator.

Penguin Workshop, an imprint of Penguin Young Readers,
will release “Use Your Voice” on Aug. 27, the author’s 17th

birthday.

“I am so excited to share this book and empower kids visit-
ing the hospital, a place that can be scary for everyone,
not just children,” Alice Paul Tapper said in a statement
Wednesday. “The characters in the book who are part of
the pain chart are my way of showing my thought pro-
cess from when | was sick, and | hope readers enjoy them
while also understanding the need to listen to their own

bodies.”

Tapper is also the author of “Raise Your Hand,” a 2019
bestseller about the need for girls to be heard in the

classroom.]

B LLISTRALD 2y

 Fanny Liem

This image provided by
Penguin Random House
shows the cover for “Use Your
Voice” by Alice Paul Tapper.
Associated Press
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Amid a wide-open playoff race, a wide-open NBA MVP race
might be brewing as well

By TIM REYNOLDS

AP Basketball Writer

The new rule that rendered
Philadelphia’s Joel Embiid
ineligible for a second con-
secutive NBA MVP award
because he's missing too
many games has the po-
tential to create something
the league hasn't seen in
almost two decades.

That would be a wide-open
MVP race.

Steve Nash won the MVP
award for the 2005-06 seo-
son with only 46% of the
first-place votes, marking
the last fime somebody
won the NBA's fop individu-
al honor without having his
name atop more than half
of the ballofs.

The winner in every season
since has goften at least
50% of the first-place votes
and Stephen Curry even
got 100% when he was
MVP in 2016. This year sure
seems like it could go differ-
ently, with several players in
the realistic mix coming out
of the All-Star break.
“There’s a lot of guys,” Bos-
ton forward Jaylen Brown
said. "Who knows what the
actual criteria is, fo how it
goes. I've had questions
about a lot of different
things that goes into stuff.
But, you know, | guess we'll
see.” Denver’s Nikola Jokic

Milwaukee Bucks forward Giannis Antetokounmpo (34) looks to shoots over Denver Nuggets
center Nikola Jokic (15) during the second half of an NBA All-Star basketball game in
Indianapolis, Sunday, Feb. 18, 2024.

certainly could end up with
the award for the third fime
in four years. Milwaukee's
Giannis  Anfetokounmpo
may be in the mix for his
third MVP as well. Oklaho-
ma City’s Shai Gilgeous-Al-
exander was fifth last seo-
son and should be higher
this year. Dallas’ Luka Don-
cic will likely be on plenty
of ballots. If the Los Angeles
Clippers keep playing the

way they have been over
the last couple months,
don’t be surprised if a case
gets made for Kawhi Leon-
ard.

“Kawhi should definitely be
in that conversation,” Clip-
pers forward Paul George
said. “But there's a lot of
guys. You talk about Shai,
you talk about Luka, you
talk about Jokic. There's
a lot of guys out West and

Associated Press

even out East, there's a lot
of guys doing a hell of a job
representing their team.”

Brown believes his Celfics
teammate Jayson Tatum
should be atop the MVP list.
It's areasonable argument;
Tatum is the best player on
the team with the best re-
cord in the league and
his averages of 27 points,
nearly nine rebounds and
nearly five assists per game

certainly merit award con-
sideration. A player has fin-
ished a season with those
averages 26 times over the
years; of those, nine have
won that season’'s MVP
award.

Except this season, there
are at least two other play-
ers Doncic and Antetok-
oumpo  averaging that
many points, rebounds
and assists. Embiid was as
well before he got hurt; it's
unclear when or if he'll be
back, but even if he does
return he won't be eligible
for the MVP and probably
won't meet the thresh-
old to rank among statisti-
cal leaders, either. Part of
the challenge of select-
ing an MVP is this: There's
no absolute definition. To
some, it might mean "“best
player.” To others, it might
mean “most valuable to
his team.” And if that's the
case, it might be time to
look at Cleveland’'s Dono-
van Mitchell.

The Cavs are an NBA-best
23-5 since mid-December.
They're currently No. 2 in
the Eastern Conference,
when probably very few
thought they'd be there.
Mitchell is averaging 28.4
points, 6.3 assists, 5.4 re-
bounds and 1.9 steals — alll
career-highs.

James Blake, the Miami Open tournament director, was fined for
betting sponsorship ties

LONDON (AP) — Miami
Open tournament director
and former Top 10 player
James Blake was fined
$56,250 for violating tennis’s
rules about betting spon-
sorship, the International
Tennis Integrity Agency an-
nounced Wednesday.

The London-based ITIA said
the violation was uninten-
fional and Blake “co-oper-
ated fully with the investi-
gatfion and did not contest
the charge.”

If Blaoke breaks the rules
again during an 18-month
probationary period that
began on Feb. 9, the
agency said, he would be

subject to an 18-month sus-
pension and an additional
fine of $131,250.

The sport bars people from
having commercial relo-
fionships  with  gambling
companies. In 2022, U.S.
Davis Cup team coaches
Mardy Fish and Bob Bryan
were fined $10,000 apiece
for promoting a gambling
operator via social media.
“This case is more a matter
of perception, rather than
corruption,” ITIA CEO Karen
Moorhouse said. “The rules
apply to players, coaches,
officials and accredited
tournament staff who all
have the ability to influ-

ence results or have access
fo inside information.”
Blake has been the tournc-
ment director of the Miami
Opensince 2018. The event
will be held next month.

He retred as a player
in 2013 after winning 10
singles fitles, getting to a
career-best No. 4 in the
ATP rankings and reaching
the quarterfinals at three
Grand Slam tournaments.
Blake, who attended Har-
vard before turning pro in
1999, helped the United
States beat Russia in the
2007 Davis Cup final for the
country’s most recent title
in that team event..]

James Blake, director of the Miami Open tennis tournament,
smiles after the singles final Saturday, March 30, 2019, in Miami
Gardens, Fla.

Associated Press
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Premium talent is still available on MLB’s free-agent market, but

GMs don’t seem in a hurry

By DAVID BRANDT

AP Baseball Writer
GLENDALE, Ariz. (AP)
— Cleveland’s new
manager, Stephen Vogt,
isn't sure why this year’s
free agent market has
entered a deep freeze
even as temperatures heat
up during spring training in
Arizona and Florida.

He just wanfts to see it thaw
as quickly as possible.
“Those guys should be in
camp,” Vogt said. “I don't
know who is af faulf, | don't
know why, | don't need to
know. But our game'’s at its
best when the best players
are on the field.

“I hope those guys sign San Diego Padres starting pitcher Blake Snell throws to the plate during the first inning of a
soon.” baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers Wednesday, Sept. 13, 2023, in Los Angeles.
Associated Press
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The guys Vogt is referring
to are a half-dozen high-
quality free agents who
remain unsigned as the
calendar nears March.

The resumes are impressive:
two-time Cy Young
Award-winning lefty Blake
Snell, former MVP Cody
Bellinger, six-time All-Star
J.D. Martinez, four-fime
Gold Glove third baseman
Matt  Chapman,  two-
fime All-Star shortstop Tim
Anderson and left-hander
Jordan Montgomery, who
helped the Rangers to a
World Series title last fall.
Vogt of course doesn't
make front-office
decisions. However, 15 of
the 30 general managers
who do were at Cactus
League media day on
Tuesday.

Nobody seemed
particularly desperate to
make moves.

“It ebbs and flows, but
there have been years,
like | remember | was in
Cleveland, and we signed
Nick Swisher and Michael
Bourn late in camp,” Cubs
general manager Carter
Hawkins said.

“So it's not out of the

ordinary.”
This  year's free-agent
market peaked in

December, when the
Los  Angeles Dodgers
spent  more than  $1
bilion to sign two-way
superstar Shohei Ohtani
and right-handed pitcher
Yoshinobu Yamamoto.
The defending National
League champion Arizona
Diamondbacks were also
among the feams active
early, signing lefty Eduardo
Rodriguez to an $80 million,
four-year deal.

D-backs general manager
Mike Hazen said he didn't
want to speculate on other
teams’ strategies.

“I' can't answer for
everybody else,” Hazen
said.

“I feel like we've made
a decent amount of
fransactions.

We're looking to help build
our team any way we
can and we've ended up
getting a couple of deals
done.”



